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DAVID C. DRISKELL was educated in the public schools of North Carolina and earned his
undergraduate degree in art at Howard University and a master of fine arts degree from the Catholic
University of America. He pursued postgraduate study in art history at The Netherlands Institute for
the History of Art in The Hague and has studied independently African and African American cultures
in Europe, Africa, and South America. He is also the recipient of thirteen honorary doctoral degrees

in art. David began his teaching career at Talladega College in 1955. He has taught at Howard and Fisk
Universities and served as visiting professor of art at Bowdoin, the University of Michigan, Queens
College, and Obafemi Awolowo University in lle-Ife, Nigeria. He joined the art department faculty at
the University of Maryland in 1977 and served as its chairman from 1978 to 1983. After leaving the chair,
David maintained an active career in the arts as teacher, curator, administrator, and art consultant
until his retirement in 1998. He serves on the boards of several nationally known art institutions and
organizations including the Skowhegan School of Painting & Sculpture and the American Federation
of Arts,among others. David is cited as one of the world’s leading authorities on the subject of African
American art. Heis the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award in Art from Howard University in
1981 and The Catholic University of America in 1996. He has contributed significantly to scholarship in
the history of art on the role of the black artist in American society, authored five exhibition books on
the subject, coauthored four others, and published more than forty catalogues from exhibitions he has
curated. David has lectured in many colleges, universities, and museums across North America, Europe,
Africa, and South America. In 1998, the University of Maryland founded the David C. Driskell Center for
the Study of the Visual Arts and Culture of African Americans and the African Diaspora. David received
the National Humanities Medal from President Clinton in 2000. David and his wife, Thelma, maintain
residences in Hyattsville, Maryland, Falmouth, Maine, and New York City.
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