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Impacts of Churchill Falls Generating Station 
 

15. Mista-Shipu, known in English as the Churchill River, is the longest river in Labrador 
and was an important travel route for the Innu until the construction of the Churchill Falls 
Generating Station (“CFGS”).  It is one of the travel routes that led to Meshikamau. 
 

16. Mista-Shipu had a significant waterfall just past Meshikamau called Patshetshuna.  It is 
known in English as Churchill Falls. 
 

17. 
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generations lost their canoes, traps, Atiku-hide scrapers, and other tools that they stored 
in caches along the river’s edges.  Beaver in the headwater ponds froze to death because 
of reduced water levels.  Salmon spawning grounds were destroyed.  Fish living in the 
Reservoir have been poisoned with methylmercury.  Atiku calving grounds and 
waterfowl nesting areas were drowned. 
 

24. We also lost the bones of our ancestors.  Their burial grounds are now underwater.  
Attached as Exhibit H are 
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31. The energy that would be passing through Maine and flowing to Massachusetts 
consumers as a result of the NECEC would come from waters that continue to wash away 
the bones of our ancestors, destroy our lands and the subsistence resources upon which 
we depend for our cultural identity and our livelihoods – our very way of life. 

 
Our attempts to seek redress  
 

32. In 2011, Nalcor Energy (the provincial utility for the Province of Newfoundland and 
Labador), and the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador entered into the Upper 


