


Who was Miriam MacMillan?

...Sea Lover

Miriam Norton Look was born into a fami-
ly of sea lovers on June 13, 1905. Her
grandfather was a ship captain. Her father
engineered dams when he wasn’t working
on his boat, the Sea Dog, and she grew up
using boats on the coasts of Maine and
Massachusetts.

...Dreamer
As a young girl, Miriam dreamed of ex-
ploring the Arctic like her father’s good
friend, Captain Don-
ald MacMillan, or as
she then called him,
“Uncle Dan.” She
looked forward to
each of his visits.
When he was away
on expeditions, she
wrote him letters and
played Arctic explor-
er games with her
classmates. Over the
years, Donald MacMillan and Miriam re-
mained good friends. Captain Mac never
returned from an expedition without a
beaded craft, an ivory figurine, or some
other token of his adventures in the North
for Miriam. Over the years, his stories and
enthusiasm for the Arctic and its people
made Miriam long to travel alongside him
and share in his adventures.

...Worthy Skipper

When she was a teenager, Miriam’s father
bought her a motorboat called the Sea Pup.
She loved steering the 25-foot vessel
around Maine’s many wooded islands.

One late summer afternoon, with a burst of
boldness, Miriam motored her boat over to
Captain MacMillan’s 88-foot schooner
Bowdoin,
which had just
dropped anchor
off Bustins Is-
land, and asked
him if he need-
ed a lift. Mac-
Millan accept-
ed, and compli-
mented her on
her expert con-
trol of the Sea Pup. Minutes later, the boat ran
out of gas and he was 30 minutes late for a
dinner date. Still, MacMillan’s respect for
Miriam’s boating skills onboard ship led him
to one day accept her as a crew member on his
own schooner.

...Courageous Traveler



