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First Exhibition to Examine Painter Winslow Homer’s Use of Photography   
At the Bowdoin College Museum of Art Opening Summer 2018 

 
New discoveries will be unveiled in this expansive exhibition, featuring more than 130 Homer 

paintings, drawings, prints, photographs, and archival materials, including his camera, from the 
BCMA’s extensive collection of the artist’s work  

 
Brunswick, Maine, January 19, 2018 — This summer the Bowdoin College Museum of Art (BCMA) 
will present Winslow Homer and the Camera: Photography and the Art of Painting, the first exhibition to 
look at the role of photography in Homer’s artistic practice. On view June 22 through October 28, 2018, 
Winslow Homer and the Camera brings together over 130 objects by the artist across all mediums, 
ranging from master paintings to oil studies, drawings, prints, and photographs created in the United 
States and during his travels to Europe and the Caribbean. This comprehensive survey was inspired by the 
BCMA’s 2013 acquisition of a camera once owned by Homer and presents new research drawn in part 
from the museum’s extensive collection of works by the artist.    

Curated by co-director Frank H. Goodyear III and Bowdoin art history professor Dana E. Byrd, the 
exhibition will present a full picture of the artist’s working methods and will include noteworthy archival 
objects, such as three wooden mannequins, his palette and watercolor brushes, his walking stick and 
fishing net, and two of the three cameras he owned in his lifetime. Homer acquired his first cameras 
during a two-year sojourn abroad in England, a trip he took in his mid-forties seeking a new direction in 
his art. Upon his return in 1882, scholars noted a demonstrable change in his style of painting and choice 
of subjects. Taking this shift and the artist’s penchant for experimentation across mediums as a point of 
departure, Winslow Homer and the Camera



An illustrated catalogue of the same title authored by Byrd and Goodyear and published by Yale 
University Press will accompany the exhibition. The catalogue will serve as a significant contribution to 
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