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Want to meet with an Academic Coach? 

Contact Tina Chong  

(t.chong@bowdoin.edu) 

Looking for tips from a peer?  

Schedule a meeting with an Academic Peer Mentor! 

 

Student Success Skills  

for Polar Bears  

 

Critical Reading  

 

 
 

Critical reading moves a step beyond simple comprehension: the reader must understand and evaluate the 

author’s main point, issues raised, and conclusions. 

 

1. Identify the issue. 

o Descriptive: asks who, what, how, does, how much, can…? (Example, “Who was responsible for 

the decision that lead the United States to declare war?”) 

o 
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