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�
TWO HUNDRED TWELFTH COMMENCEMENT 

OF BOWDOIN COLLEGE

May 27, 2017

COMMENCEMENT MARCH
���������������

OPENING OF THE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
��������������
��

���������������������������������������������������
��������������

INVOCATION
����
�	
������������
�

Past President, Central Conference of American Rabbis (Reform)

THE STAR�SPANGLED BANNER
	��
�������������������������
�������
����

����	�
�������������������
��
G����� L����, Beckwith Artist in Residence, Piano

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
�
������������������•���

Chair of the Board of Trustees

FOR THE STATE
�����•����
��•�������•�����

WELCOME
C������ S. R���
President of the College

SENIOR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS

“The Cosmic Lottery”
	����
����
������•�•
������

Class of 1868 Prize Winner

“For Bowdoin, Class of 2017”
��
���•������•����
�� ����� 
Goodwin Commencement Prize Winner
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Government and Legal Studies and Economics;  
Minor: Francophone Studies

Government and Legal Studies
Neuroscience; Minor: Mathematics
Gender and Women’s Studies and Neuroscience
Psychology and Francophone Studies
Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Sociology
Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Cinema Studies
Economics; Minor: Philosophy
History and Computer Science
Chemistry and Hispanic Studies 
Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Sociology
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Mathematics and Economics; Minor: Asian Studies
Student-Designed: Computing and Media Arts
English; Minor: Sociology
Chemistry; Minor: English
Economics; Minor: Hispanic Studies
Mathematics; Minor: Computer Science
Environmental Studies-Government and Legal Studies;  

Minor: Economics
Economics and Physics; Minor: German
Africana Studies; Minor: Cinema Studies
Hispanic Studies; Minor: Religion

Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Economics
Mathematics and Classics
Neuroscience 
Mathematics and Religion 
Economics and Computer Science 
Economics; Minor: Asian Studies
Art History and Visual Arts;  

Minor: Government and Legal Studies
Mathematics; Minor: Economics
Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Art History
Computer Science 
Mathematics 
Biology; Minor: Asian Studies
Mathematics; Minor: Physics
Computer Science
Education-Biology 
Environmental Studies-History 
Biochemistry; Minor: Sociology
Neuroscience and Hispanic Studies
Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Education
Government and Legal Studies 
Government and Legal Studies; Minor: Economics
Art History and Visual Arts 
Earth and Oceanographic Science; Minor: Chemistry
Economics
English; Minor: History
Education-Earth and Oceanographic Science;  

Minor: Sociology
Environmental Studies-Earth and Oceanographic Science
Computer Science and Mathematics; Minor: Italian Studies
Neuroscience and Hispanic Studies 

Sociology
 
Government and Legal Studies 
Biochemistry; Minor: History

Ridgefield, Connecticut  
Mount Kisco, New York  
Tucson, Arizona  
Cornwall, Vermont  
New Canaan, Connecticut  
Scarsdale, New York  
Thousand Oaks, California
  
Beijing, China
New York, New York  
Saint Louis, Missouri
  
Portland, Oregon  
Montgomery Village, Maryland  
Edina, Minnesota  
Waterville, Maine 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota  
Revere, Massachusetts  
Shelburne, Vermont
  
Wenham, Massachusetts  
Casco, Maine  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  
Excelsior, Minnesota  
Oakland, California  
Salem, Oregon  
Parsonsfield, Maine  
Natick, Massachusetts  
Fort Lauderdale, Florida  
Charlestown, New Hampshire  
Vertientes, Camagüey, Cuba
Brooklyn, New York  
Scarsdale, New York  
Moorestown, New Jersey  
Piedmont, California  
McLean, Virginia  
Redding, Connecticut  
Sharon, Massachusetts  
Boulder, Colorado
  
Montclair, New Jersey  
Wellesley, Massachusetts  
Hoboken, New Jersey
  
Saint John, New Brunswick, Canada

Manassas, Virginia  
Yarmouth, Maine  
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HONORANDS OF THE ��
� COMMENCEMENT

ANTHONY E. DOERR ’95��Doctor of Letters (LittD)

•��•���������� ��������‚������‚•����������������ƒ������������������
���������ƒ�‚����‚�������•���„���…	���†���
…��†��‡���ˆ������������•���„���•����‚������‰���•�����‡���Š‹������������ˆ���������������������������
���������ƒ�Œ•��ƒ�������‰���	�����‡������‚����������������������ƒ�‚•����•��‚�����•���������Ž����‘��
�������������������‡�’����������‰����������������‚�����‰�‡������‚���‰�•�����“�������������������‘�����
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FATUMA HUSSEIN, Doctor of Humane Letters (LHD)

ˆ��	���‘	����������•��‡�	����������‹��	���������������‡��•��›���‰�����š���	������������‡�•�����
”‡���������•��“������
������¡������‡�•����•����������
������ƒ��•����������‡��•��������•������ƒ�‘	������
�����������¢��������‡	‰������–��‡����������‚������
���	�����
����������������
•�����������•������ƒ�
•���‰��ƒ�������€ƒ�‚•�����•�����������•�‰•���•�����
��
��‰������‡�‡�������‰��������������������	�����
•������ƒ��•��������‚��•�•���‡���������•����ƒ������	������������‰�����•����‚�����£•	�	���������¡•�����•����
‚���������ˆ����•£�–��
��‰�¡����•‡������������‰�����•������ƒ�
�������������•�������‰������‡����•‡�����
‡�����������������•�����‰��¤�‡��	��	��ƒ�����‰���ƒ��������‰	�‰���›�����–������������–����������‡�����•��
�������‡���‚��������
��‰����������‡��•��
����������	�������������	��‰������������‡�������������‰����
�•������ƒ�‘	��������‰���•����‡‡���������	��������‰���‚��•����•������	��������‰�����‰��������‡	‰����������
����„„�ƒ��•��›���‰�����š���	������������‡�•�������‚�–��������•�	���‰���������������������������•��–��
‡������������‰���������–��‹��������–���‡������ƒ������ƒ�����‡���������‰	������������•����•������������������������
�‡�•���� ������‰���������	���������������������•���������‰����

CHARLES A. LEAVELL��Doctor of Humane Letters (LHD)

•����‰�������‡£��	‰•��
����������ƒ��•������•��”�•	�
•�����������������•���’�������������•���‰���‡�‡�	������
����������������������	����������’‡������‘��–��‡������‚��•�����œ�•�ƒ��•��•���•�����	�
�������ƒ�����
•��‰‰�•����������Ž�������•��•����������•������������������‘���–�����‰��������•���������•��‚��
���‡�
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AFRICANA STUDIES

Honors

•����…��•������������� �
White Southerners Respond to Brown v. Board of Education: Why 
Crisis Erupted When Little Rock, Arkansas, Desegregated 
Central High School

������������‡���ˆ����ƒ��
The Politics of Incorporation: Refugees, Asylum Seekers, 
and the Law

ANTHROPOLOGY

Honors

�����…��•��������
���
*��� �£� �Â� , *Héshr, and *Wek (Earth, Blood, and Speech): 
An Archaeological, Genetic, and Linguistic Exploration of 
Indo-European Origins

��������������	������
Harm Reduction Approaches in Maine: Recovering 
Humanity amidst a Substance Use Disorder, Treatment, and 
Housing Crisis

ASIAN STUDIES

Highest Honors

����
������������‚��������
Meme Butter�y: Tracing Heterogeneity and Agency in 
Madame Butter�y and Her Diasporic Descendants

High Honors

•�€��������������‡�����
The Scars of War: The Demonic Mother as a Conduit for 
Expressing Victimization, Collective Guilt, and Forgiveness 
in Postwar Japanese Film, 1949-1964

BIOCHEMISTRY

Honors

•�����•����•�
Identi�cation of Mutations in the WAK Locus in Arabidopsis 
thaliana


����•��ˆ��������
Development of an Alkyne-Based Therapeutics for 
the Eradication of Pathogenic Bacteria Based on Their 
Distinctive Glycans

•����	�€���  
Phenylisocyanide Ligand Synthesis and Coordination to a 
Cobalt Catalyst for Dimerization of Linear Alpha Ole�ns

�

�������•������	��� �
Investigating the Relationship between Transvection and 
Pairing in Drosophila Homologous Chromosomes

…����
������€����
Intraspeci�c and Interspeci�c Variation in Long-Range 
Control of Gene Expression within the Genus Drosophila

����������������
Characterizing Interactions between the Retinoic Acid, 
Ectodysplasin, and Hedgehog Signaling Pathways during 
Danio rerio Odontogenesis​

�����
������������ �
Examining the Role of GRP and LIK1 in Wall-Associated 
Kinase (WAK) Perception of Pectin in the Plant Cell Wall

…����������������
�•����
Synthesis of Peptoids That Alternate Side Chain Chiralities 
and cis- and trans- Amide Bonds

��
����
���������‚�
���  
Characterization of Reactions Responsible for Aging in 
Wood-Based Pyrolysis Oil

���•�������������  
The Hedgehog and Retinoic Acid Cell Signaling Pathways 
Interact to In�uence Early Danio rerio Odontogenesis

	����†����������
����  
Investigating the Potential Interaction between Two RNA-
Binding Proteins, She3 and Slr1, in the Pathogenic Fungus 
Candida albicans​

•�� ������������������
Kinetics of Excited-State Proton Transfer in Aqueous 
Reverse Micelles

•�•��������������
Variable Responses to Multiple Isoforms of a Neuropeptide, 
C-type Allatostatin (AST-C), by the Cardiac Neuromuscular 
System of the American Lobster, Homarus americanus 

��������‡�����
Characterization of the Receptors Associated with the 
Di�ering Responses to the Neuropeptide, AST-C, by the 
Cardiac Ganglion of the American Lobster, Homarus americanus

�����‡�����
Synthesis of a Phenylphosphabenzene Ligand to Improve a 
Cobalt Catalyst for the Dimerization of Linear �.-ole�ns ​ ​

BIOLOGY

Honors


��������
���������  
Hybridization Dynamics of a Newly Discovered Parrot�sh 
Swarm in the Tropical Eastern Paci�c

HONORS IN MAJOR SUBJECTS
The Departments of Art, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Earth and Oceanographic Science, English, History, Mathematics, Music, 
Psychology, Romance Languages and Literatures, and Sociology and Anthropology and the Biochemistry, Environmental Studies, Gender, Sexuality, 
and Women’s Studies, Latin American Studies, and Neuroscience Programs award only one level of departmental honors. Other departments award 
honors at the levels of Highest Honors, High Honors, and Honors, and the recipients are so designated. Honors project titles below have been edited 
to conform with Bowdoin style. O�cial titles of record are on �le at Hawthorne-Longfellow Library.
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ENGLISH

Honors


��������
��������
Television’s Tragicomedy: Adorno, Benjamin, and the 
“Sadcom” in the Age of Capitalism

•�•�������������������
This Is What You Want: Stories

•�� �����������
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APPOINTMENTS, PRIZES, AND AWARDS

COMMENCEMENT AWARDS

Goodwin Commencement Prize 
��
���•������•����
�� ��� ��

Class of 1868 Prize 
	����
����
������•�•
���� ��

DeAlva Stanwood Alexander Prize
���������•� —�ƒ�
���‚
�����„�������•�� ��
����������•� —�•������‹������� ��

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Almon Goodwin Phi Beta Kappa Prize
­�
���������•������ �� ��‚��
�����„�����
•�������� ��

Brooks-Nixon Prize
�
���‚��ƒ�������� ��

George Wood McArthur Prize
‚��
�����„����•�������� ��

Leonard Pierce Memorial Prize
�������������ƒ
�������� ��

Dorothy Haythorn Collins Award
	��
���€�
���	‡�
��� �­

Abraxas Award: Punahou School,  
Honolulu, Hawaii
	
�������ƒ�‡������ �� �����
�����

���� ��

DEPARTMENTAL PRIZES

Africana Studies

Lennox Book Prize
ƒ��
��������†���‡��� ����

Art

Anne Bartlett Lewis Memorial Prize
Art History: 
�
�
���	������€���
�� � ��
Visual Arts:�ƒ�
������������
������ �� ���
­�
���ƒ���������� ��

Art History Junior-Year Prize
„�
����­�
������������ �­ƒ�€�
•�������
��������
���  �­ ��‚��
���€�
����
��������������  �­

Art History Senior-Year Prize
Ž������€�
•��������������� � �� ��„������­��’
��
„������  �� �

Richard P. Martel Jr. Memorial Prize
	�����­���•������� �� ��

Senior Exhibition Juror’s Award
ƒ�
������������
������ ��

Asian Studies

Chinese Language Prize
ƒ�

�����������•�
����  �­

Japanese Language Prize
�
������­�������­������ ��

Asian Studies Prize
�
��
 
�…
��
���� ����

Biochemistry

John L. Howland Book Award in Biochemistry
­��
�������
������������  �­

The Stephen Smith Prize in Biochemistry
Ž����•��������•�
�����  ��

Biology

Copeland-Gross Biology Prize
€
�����„��
�����������  ��ƒ���������������
��Ž��•
�Š	�
�� ����

Donald and Harriet S. Macomber Prize in Biology
­�
���������•�����  �� ��ƒ
���Œ�������•������  ��

James Malcolm Moulton Prize in Biology
������
�������­���
����  �­ ��	��
���­��
������
†�� ���  �­

Chemistry

ACS Award in Analytical Chemistry
‚��
�����„����•�������  ��

ACS Award in Inorganic Chemistry
���‰��
��„�����	
��
•���•�����  �­

ACS Award in Organic Chemistry
€�
����
��
������
������  ��

ACS Maine Award
����������
��������
���  ��

ACS Award in Physical Chemistry
€�������
��
����
�  � ��
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Hypercube Award
���‰��
��„�����	
��
•���•����� �­

Samuel Kamerling Laboratory Award
�������� �	������� �­

Philip Weston Meserve Prize in Chemistry
	���
��€�
����������‡���� �­�

William Campbell Root Award
‚��
�����„����•������� ��

U.S. Chemical Rubber Company  
Freshman Award
­
����Ž�����
���­�� �„����
��
��€�
•������
������ �„

U.S. Chemical Rubber Company  
Laboratory Award
‚
����­������˜
������
�� �„

Cinema Studies

The Rosebud Prize
­��’�������
����•�†�������� �„

The Sunrise Prize
�
��������•���•�
��
� ��

Classics

Hannibal Hamlin Emery Latin Prize 
Ž
�������	�������
������ �� , 	
��������
����
������ ��

Nathan Goold Prize
•������Ž�������„�
��� ��

J. B. Sewall Greek Prize
€�
���	��
������‡�� ��

J. B. Sewall Latin Prize
…�����������‚
���� ��

Computer Science

Computer Science Senior-Year Prize
†
��
���­����‡�„�������������•˜� ���
‚��
�
� �ƒ

��	�����
���	�����•����

Allen B. Tucker Computer Science  
Research Prize
†
��
���­����‡�„�������������•˜� ��ƒ�•���‚�•
��
‚
��
� �­ƒ�‚�•
����€�������
������ �­

Earth and Oceanographic Science

Earth and Oceanographic Science Book Award
•��
�
���­� 
�����ƒ�������
�•� ���Š��
�� ���� ����
•�����•�
��•�������� �„��	�����Ž��†�� ��� �„
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Poetry Prize
�
���•��ˆ�������������











31

Patterson/Baird Family Research Fellowship
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GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

*  Students from Maine who are not Bowdoin graduates are eligible for some scholarships. Bowdoin graduates are listed with 
their class year, while no class year is indicated for non-Bowdoin graduates from Maine.

919 Fellowship Fund
Margaret Lammert ’13

Dr. Herbert A. Black Scholarship 
Michael Barish ’11, Shemeica Binns ’09, Ricky Cui 
’12, Dijoia Darden ’12, Emily Decelle ’11, Gregory  
Frechette ’11, Jeanette Goldwaser ’10, Jennifer 
Horng ’12, Annie  Huyler ’12, Desiree Jones ’10, 
Eben Kimball ’09, Ilana Mayer-Hirshfeld ’14, 
Jasmine Mikami ’12, Colin Ogilvie ’12, Samantha 
Polly ’10, Helen Pun ’10, Laura Rekedal ’08, 
Matthew Spring ’13

Tom Cassidy Student Support
Erica Berry ’14, Linda Kinstler ’13, Nicole 
Wetsman ’16

Charles Carroll Everett Scholarship 
Shazeda Ahmed ’12, George Aumoithe ’11, Kris 
Hernandez ’12, Symone Howard ’15, Elizabeth 
Humphrey ’14, Mariya Ilyas ’13, Caroline Martinez 
’16, Wilder Nicholson ’16, Cedric White ’09

Garcelon and Merritt Scholarship
John Butterworth ’14, Joseph Durgin ’13, Jessica 
Evans ’14, Jordan Francke ’13, Laura Getchell, 
Salem-Michael Harry ’14, Jesse Loughlin ’14, Micah 
Ludwig ’13, Emily MacDuffie, Molly Markowitz, 
Adam Mortimer ’14, Elizabeth Owens ’14, Theresa 
Shirey ’14, Lydia Singerman ’13, India Stewart, 
Collin York ’09, Tina Zhang ’11

Dr. Ralph Fessenden Goodhue Fund
Florence Sun ’11

Timothy and Linn Hayes Scholarship
Faith Biegon ’14, Symone Howard ’15

Guy Charles Howard Scholarship
Shazeda Ahmed ’12, Kris Hernandez ’12, Emily Liao 
’11, Dennis Liu ’15, Gabrielle Niu ’101 TjSF4 1 025vDTfS0sS5do²5 Tj352lerritt Scholarship
� Tc TfS4 152�j2 T TfS4/F5C22Sao04cferritt Scholarshi357HIPS3 030Sa6O(Ti2Brien G gradua7625 TmS(u61VC91oïHIPS3 06.02 TcS0.02 Tj7/F4 1 TD D � 1 TfS0 Tj025) TjSD 2) T4 1 TfS0C22SaoP6o
v TTfS0sS5dovB 1 35co
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The formal academic attire that distinguishes faculty 
and graduates at academic ceremonies is a symbol at 
once vertical and horizontal. It stretches back into 
history, to the roots of academic institutions, while 
at the same time it forms a bond of union among 
contemporary academic scholars.

The gown, cap, and hood, which would certainly seem 
quaint today if worn on our city streets, were originally 
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n
RAISE SONGS TO BOWDOIN

Words by K. C. M. Sills, Class of 1901
New Lyrics by Anthony Antolini ’63 

Music by C. T. Burnett
Arranged by Thornton W. Allen 

Raise songs to Bowdoin, praise her fame, 
And sound abroad her glorious name;
To Bowdoin, Bowdoin li� your song, 

And may the music echo long
O�er whispering pines and campus fair

With sturdy might �lling the air.
Bowdoin, 	om birth, our nurturer and 	iend

To thee we pledge our love again, again.

While now amid thy halls we stay 
And breathe thy spirit day by day,

Oh may we thus full worthy be
To march in that proud company
Of poets, leaders and each one

Who brings thee fame by deeds well done.
Bowdoin, 	om birth, our nurturer and 	iend

To thee we pledge our love again, again.N




