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Meeting new people here was hard for me. I was scared that you all would think I was a 

weirdo, scared that one of you would become my mortal enemy. But I learned to just try 

something; to say “hi!” or do that head-nod thing or just ask for a meal at Thorne. And instead of 
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thought more carefully, and were more fully engaged with your learning. And in doing so, you 

stretched and grew your abilities to greater heights.  

In my four years here, I have learned that there is real value to be had from studying what 

you choose -


