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designated above.  The films we will watch are listed on this syllabus.  These films will serve as important 
course texts, and will figure into course assignments and evaluation.  You are free to view these films on 
your own time, but you will be responsible for the material in the film on the class day following the 
screening.  These films are on reserve in the library; you are free to access them through online and 
other sources. 

Assignments:  All pre-prepared assignments should be completed on a computer, and submitted in both 
hard copy form (to my box on the first floor of Hubbard Hall) and ecopy (email as an attachment to me).  
Your submission is not on time or complete until I have both copies by the deadline. 

Class attendance and participation (10%): Regular attendance and thoughtful participation 
constitute a significant part of your course work.  Please make sure that you have read the assigned 
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Bowdoin's honor code. Be familiar with Bowdoin's honor code, Bowdoin’s general guidelines for proper 
citation and attribution of sources, and any guidelines provided specifically for this course.   
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Schedule of class meetings 

• This schedule is liable to change to suit class needs. The online syllabus always offers the most 
recent version of the syllabus.  

• Complete readings prior to class and be prepared to discuss them. Make sure you print out hard 
copies of all electronic readings and bring them to class. (If you come to class without hard copies of 
the assigned reading, I reserve the right to deduct an assessment grade from your final grade.) 

• "(Blackboard)" indicates that the reading can be found in the "course readings" section of the 
blackboard website for this course. A few other readings may send you to Jstor or an online source. 

W 9/4 Introductions 

F 9/6 War and society 

Patrick Porter, "Good Anthropology, Bad History: The Cultural Turn in Studying War," Parameters 
37, no. 2 (Summer 2007): 45-58. (Blackboard) 

“Preface,” in John A. Lynn, Battle: A History of Combat and Culture (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 
2003), xiii-xxii. (Blackboard) 

Recommended: John Keegan, The Face of Battle: A Study of Agincourt, Waterloo and the Somme 
(New York: Viking, 1976), ch. 1 ("Of Old, Unhappy, Far-off Things"), esp. pp. 25-52, 72-77. 



History 1240 (Rael) 

 

5 
 

Recommended:  Joel Mokyr, “How Europe became so rich,” Aeon (15 February 2017), online. 

Th 9/26 Art museum visit to view Jacque Callot, “Miseries of War” (1633) 

F 9/27 The modern military revolution II  

Gunther E. Rothenberg, "Maurice of Nassau , Gustavus Adolphus, Raimondo Montecuccoli, and the 
'Military Revolution' of the Seventeenth Century," in Paret, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy, 32-63.  

Ronald G. Asch, "'Wo der soldat himkümbt, da ist alles sein': Military Violence and Atrocities in the 
Thirty Years War Re-examined," German History 18, no. 3 (2000): 291-309. (Blackboard) 

W 10/2 The Conquest of North America  

Daniel Richter, "War and Culture: The Iroquois Experience," William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd ser. 40 
(1983), 528-59. (Jstor)  

Adam J. Hirsch, "The Collision of Military Cultures in Seventeenth Century New England ," Journal of 
American History 74 (March 1988), 1187-1212. (Jstor) 

Th 10/3 Film:  “Black Robe” (1991) 

F 10/4 The mature European state system  

R.R. Palmer, "Frederick the Great, Guilbert, Bulow: From Dynastic to National War," in Paret, ed., 
Makers of Modern Strategy, (read through section II, pp. 91-113). 

Kevin Linch, “A History of Military Conscription in Europe,” brewminate (8 February 2018), online. 

Frederick the Great, Military Instruction from the King of Prussia to his Generals (Sheborne, 1818), 
selections. (Blackboard) 

W 10/9 Revolutionary warfare I: The American Revolution  

John Shy, "The American Revolution: The Military Conflict Considered as a Revolutionary War," in 
Essays on the American Revolution, Stephen G. Kurtz and James H. Hutson, eds. (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1973), 121-56. (Blackboard)  

Holger Hoock, Scars of Independence:  America’s Violent Birth (New York:  Crown, 2017), ch. 9 
“Town-Destroyer.” (Blackboard) 

Th 10/10 Film: "The Patriot" (2000) 

F 10/11 Midterm exam 

W 10/16 The French Revolution  

"A British Observer of the September Massacres" (Blackboard) 

"The Vendee: A Description of the Counterrevolution" (Blackboard) 

Camille Desmoulins, "The Revolution Devours Its Own" (Blackboard) 

Peter Paret, "Napoleon and the Revolution in War," in Paret, ed., Makers of Modern Strategy, 123-
42. (Blackboard) 

Th 10/17 Film:  “Master and Commander” (2003) 
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Peter R. Mansoor, "The GI Offensive in Europe," A talk given to NYMAS on April 25, 2006 
(Blackboard). 

Dominic Selwood, “Dresden was a civilian town with no military significance. Why did we burn its 
people?” London Telegraph (13 February 2015), online. 

Th 11/14 Film:  “Kelly’s Heroes” (1970) 

F 11/15 World War II (Pacfic)  

Hanson, Carnage and Culture, ch. 9. 

John Hersey, “Hiroshima,” New Yorker (31 August 1946), online. 

W 11/20 The Cold War and the nuclear age  

Lawrence Freedman, "The First Two Generations of Nuclear Strategists," in Paret, ed., Makers of 
Modern Strategy, 735-78. 

George Orwell, “You and the Atom Bomb (19 October 1945),” Orwell Foundation, online. 

Th 11/21 Film: “Dr. Strangelove” (1964) 

F 11/22 From the Cold War to Vietnam  

John Shy and Thomas W. Collier, "Revolutionary War," in Paret, ed., Makers of Modern Segy , 
 815Tj
0 Tc 0 Tw 1-

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/26/opinion/what-was-the-vietnam-war-about.html?smid=fb-nytopinion&smtyp=cur
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Thomas E. Ricks, “The Widening Gap Between Military and Society,” Atlantic (July 1997), online. 

Thomas E. Ricks, “In Iraq, Military Forgot Lessons of Vietnam,” Washington Post (July 23, 2006). 
(Blackboard) 

  

 


