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Assistant Professor, Africana Studies and English 
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Assistant Professor, English  
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Visiting Assistant Professor, English 
Bowdoin College, 2003-2004 
 
Visiting Lecturer, English 
Williams College, 2000-2002 
 
Visiting Scholar, English 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1999-



 2 

Abstract: 
 
At the turn of the twentieth century the American literary canon was defined by the 
prestigious publishing house of Houghton Mifflin Company which until 1899 published 
only white authors. That changed when Charles Waddell Chesnutt arrived on the literary 
scene. With the publication of 
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and Fiction,” Teaching the Literatures of the American Civil War, ed. Colleen Glenney 
Boggs. New York: The Modern Language Association, 2016. 
 

• “Abolition in the Age of Obama,” American Literary History 28.3 Fall (2015) 
 
• “Thoreau’s Maine Woods,” Bowdoin Magazine 87.3 Spring/Summer (2015) 
 
• Review of Help me to Find my People by Heather Andrea Williams, Journal of the 

Civil War Era Vol. 4, No. 1 (July 2014). 
 

• “Finding a Home for Equiano,” in Approaches to Teaching Equiano’s Interesting 
Narrative, ed. Eric Lamore. University of Tennessee Press, 2013. 

 
• “Reading in Sutton E. Griggs,” in Jim Crow, Literature, and the Legacy of Sutton E. 

Griggs. eds. Tess Chakkalakal and Kenneth W Warren. University of Georgia Press, 
2013. 

 
• “Harriet Beecher Stowe at 200,” History News Network 

http://historyneu dhdgnh u hu dE aoryhhu nEl u u  a .nE nE a/t uE aHt funEE ast funE
a/t unit funE akka/plsh
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•
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• “Being Reena in Canada: a Case of Reckless Eyeballing,” in Rude: Contemporary 

Black Canadian Cultural Criticism (Toronto: Insomniac Press, 2000), 159-167. 
 
• [“Reckless Eyeballing: Being Reena in Canada,” reprinted in Reena Virk: Critical 
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Bowdoin Faculty Research Fellowship     2015 
 
Faculty Fellowship 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute  
“African American Literature and Social History”  

        2013 
Humanities Writ Large Research Fellowship 
Duke University        2012 
 
Meardis Cannon Fellow



 



 7 



 8 

 
“The Slave-Marriage Plot” on Novel Bondage 

University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH, Feb. 3, 2012. 
 
“The Slave-Marriage Plot” on Novel Bondage 

University of North Carolina, Charlotte, NC, Feb. 28, 2012. 
 

“Of Making Many Books: Sutton E. Griggs and the Pleasure of Reading.” 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY, November 15, 2010,   

  
 
Conference Presentations 
 
“Why Sutton E. Griggs Matters,” Modern Language Association Convention, 
Washington, D.C., January 8, 2022. 
 
"Charles Chesnutt's Kitchen Politics," Modern Language Association Convention, Virtual 
Meeting, January 7, 2021 
 
“William Wells Brown’s Negro in the American Rebellion”: A Readings Roundtable of 
 the Civil War Caucus, Midwest Modern Language Association, Chicago, IL, 
 November 14-17, 2019. 
 
“Who are Tourgée’s Black Characters?” Literary Tourgée: Conference at the Chautauqua 
 Institution, September 27-29, 2019 
 
“Reading and Realism: Charles Chesnutt’s Diary,” Reading Now: Practices, Pedagogy, 
 Profession Conference, Ben-Gurion University, Beersheva, Israel, June 26-28, 
 2018. 
 
“Charles Chesnutt’s Homer,” C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists, 
 Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 21-25, 2018 
 
“Charles Chesnutt: The Life,” American Literature Association Conference, Boston, MA, 
 May, 24-28, 2017 
 
“Chesnutt’s Travel Writings,” Southern Association of American Studies, College of 
  William and Mary, March 3-5, 2017. 
 
Roundtable Participant, “Genre and Worldmaking,” c19: Association of 19th-century 
 Americanists, Pennsylvania State University, March 17-21, 2016. 
 
“Charles Chesnutt’s European Journal” 

CAAR (Collegium for African American Research), Liverpool, England, June 24-
29. 
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“The Novels of Sutton E. Griggs: A Critical Edition” 
 MLA (Modern Language Association) Convention, Boston, January 3-6, 2013 
 
Chair, “African American Readers of the Past: Interpreting Traces of Margin and Center” 

ASA (American Studies Association) Convention, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
November 15-18, 2012 
 

Roundtable Participant, “Colloquy on ’Til Death or Distance Do Us Part: Love and 
  Marriage in African America” 
 Triumph in My Song: 18th and 19th Century African Atlantic Culture, History &  

Performance, College Park, MD, May 31-June 2, 2012 
 
“Telling it Like it Was: Tourgee’s Rhetoric of African American Rights” 
 C19: The Society of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Conference, Berkeley, CA, 
 April 12-15, 2012 
 
“Sutton E. Griggs and Black Readers at the Turn of the 20th Century.” 

CAAR Conference (Collegium for African American Research). Paris, France, 
April 6-9, 2011 
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ALA Conference, Boston, Mass., May 23-27, 2007. “Stowe, Marriage and the 
Ends of Slavery” 

 
Panel Organizer and Chair, Stowe, Colonization, and the Beginnings of Black American 
 Domesticity” 

ALA, San Francisco, Calif., May 22-25, 2006 
 

“Heart Matters: The Garies and Their Friends and the Antislavery Novel”   
ALA Conference, San Francisco, Calif., May 22-25, 2006 
  

“A Refuge From the Mob: Frank Webb and the Project of Black Domesticity.”  
 NEMLA (North East Modern Language Association), Cambridge, Mass., April 
 2005 
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“The Legacy of Uncle Tom” (BBC Radio 4, November 25, 2013) 
 


