
Exploring the impact of sex, age, and early life adversity on responses to ultrasonic vocalization playback  
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22 kHz USVs in a test for hypervigilance, we began to determine how ELA impacts behavioral responses to 
negative stimuli. Rats were evaluated at two stages: postnatal day (P) 35, and P45 to characterize changes across 
development. This behavioral model provided us with the opportunity to explore largely understudied factors in behavioral 
neuroscience–the ways in which encountering ELA affects behavior and emergence of mood disorders across both sex and 
development.  

To measure behavior and impact of USV playback, two behavioral tests were used: the elevated zero maze (EZM) 
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