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I am a senior biochemistry major currently pursing honors and will begin a PhD program in Chemical Biology 

at the University of Michigan in the fall. The Grua O’Connell mini grant funded my attendance at the American 
Chemical Society (ACS) national meeting from March 31st to April 4th in Orlando, Florida.  The opportunity to attend 
the ACS national conference as an undergraduate alongside experts in my field of interest was incredibly impactful 
on the development of my honors project, decision on which graduate program to attend, and future career.  

My research has focused on a class of compounds that could serve as an alternative treatment for infection 
of the pathogenic bacterium Helicobacter pylori. H. pylori is a gram-negative bacterium that infects over 50% of the 
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