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existing theory on modern climate activism and social movements in

general. At the recommendation of our advisors, we used the responses from our first few interviews to guide the rest of
our summer. This meant that although we had an extensive questionnaire before starting our interviews, we revised this to
a shorter list once we had our first few meetings with interviewees.

Findings: After doing secondary research, as well as interviews and transcription in June and July, we started
analyzing our results in August. In doing so, we have identified pieces of Maine’s politics, culture, and natural ecosystem
that impact the Maine climate change movement and how it functions. We will continue to analyze our interviews which
will reveal more about the movement but we have already identified some themes shaping the movement in Maine.

1. Network of coalitions: Within Maine, there is a wide variety of climate activism groups, and many of these
groups work together through coalitions. These coalitions vary in goals and size, but they are generally led by large groups
such as 350 Maine. These groups have more funding, resources, and staff. Many of the small groups we spoke to, such as
A Climate to Thrive, cited a number of positive aspects to coalition membership including access to the knowledge of
other groups and the convenience of pooling resources.

2. Generational differences: Though known for its elderly population, Maine has passionate youth voib怀Ӏ rsity in leadership. Yet many of our intervieweeswere
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a more meaningful paper/report. This fall, we plan to create an in-depth

report on climate activism in Maine which will include our findings in the form of group and coalition profiles, ecosystem
modeling, and our own analysis of what is working and what is not. A report will give us more time to develop our
findings, and will be an easy way to share our insights with everyone involved in the Maine climate change movement.
While these ideas are still up in the air, we have also discussed publishing op-eds to draw attention to our report, holding
events on campus to share our research, and setting up meetings with leaders in the movement to discuss our report.

In order to achieve this we will do an independent study during the fall semester. In this course, we will continue
to analyze the data we have already collected, conduct more interviews and possibly add text analysis and surveys. Along
with this additional data collection and analysis, we will also read more to apply and use more theoretical frameworks
vis-a-vis our findings. Using this academic research, we can also write a term paper as an additional facet of this
independent study. Though many pieces of this project are still uncertain, we have created and shared an online video
summarizing our work from this summer and are very excited to see where we can go next!
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