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 I began my summer project by jumping headfirst into writing. Ever since my first fiction 
class at Bowdoin, I have been gathering a list of ideas, descriptions, and overheard quotes as 
inspiration from my writing. Using this compilation as a jumping-off point, I started writing the 
beginnings of stories. I typically use outlines after the fact, when I determine where I want a 
story to go and how I want the characters to interact. But for the first few weeks of my 
fellowship, I allowed myself the freedom of letting plot ideas and character descriptions flow 
directly onto the page, unstructured and uninhibited.  
 During this initial period, I read the work of other authors who have explored similar 
themes in their novels or short stories. My initial idea for this project was to create character-
centered, fictional short stories. I aimed to focus on interpersonal relationships, to put a 
magnifying glass up to the ordinary elements of human life and parse out the nuance of these 
everyday moments. I chose settings for my stories that felt particularly humdrum, places that 
normally fail to grasp our attention—laundromats, airports, assisted living homes. Against the 
backdrop of these settings, I built my characters. My writing process remained relatively 
freeform, and I drew loosely from my own experiences to render detailed 


