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Using computational analysis, this project reveals linguistic nuances in the portrayal of migrant 

populations in German news media in 1800 and 2000. For the 1800s, the metadata for 130 

journal articles were collected from the Journals from the German Enlightenment database. For 

the 2000s, over 1,000 articles were collected from Die Zeit, Der Spiegel, Berliner Zeitung, and 

Der Tagesspiegel. The 21st century corpora were then interpreted using topic modeling.  
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 The foundations of this study exist in 18th century linguistic norms and the history of 

German journalism. My visit to the Staatsbibliothek, Berlin, as funded by this research award, 

allowed me to find a number of sources relevant to my study. I used encyclopedias of German 

newspapers in the 18th and 19th FHQWXU\��D�OH[LFRQ�SULQWHG�LQ�WKH�����¶V��DQG�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�WKH�

history of the 21st century newspapers used in this study to contextualize and support my 

findings.  


