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Our dependence on fossil fuels can be alarming not only because they are a non-renewable source, but also due to 

the concerns surrounding increasing carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere. As fossil fuel resources become scarce and 

continue to damage our atmosphere, developing alternative fuel sources is becoming increasingly important. In the process 

of developing alternative resources, the conversion of biomass to a fuel is one possibility.  Given that the state of Maine has 

a significant industry related to wood products, wood-wastes, such as sawdust or unusable branches, have the potential to 

be used as a feedstock to generate an oil.  Specifically, the wood can be converted to “pyrolysis oil” by intensely heating 

for seconds in a reactor.i While wood
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