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Mid to Late 1800s

Portland's working-
class families live in 
crowded tenements, 
while Jewish residents 
live in slums

1866

The Great Fire of 
Portland destroys most 
of the city's housing, 
but results in housing 
reform

1930s

Jewish residents are 
forced out of 
downtown 
neighborhoods through 
redlining

1943

Portland Housing 
Authority is created to 
manage Sagamore 
Village (originally 
military housing) as 
public housing

1950s

Portland loses 5,000 
residents to the 
suburbs, and highways 
such as I-295 are built 
to make the commute 
easier

1960s

The city focuses on 
urban renewal tactics, 
including the use of 
public housing, 
following significant 
loss to their tax base

1965

The Model Cities 
Program is launched in 
Portland to assist in 
housing rehabilitation

1965


