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As the recipient of the 2021 Mart and Humanities, |
spent my summer writing a novel entitled
Under the guidance of my mentor, Professor Anthony
120-page novella to refine its lyricism and structure. In conj
studied relevant texts to hone my skills as a prose writer. These
,C and , Marilynne Robinsorfgs

MacLean’s 4 , and Edna O’Brien’s :

The novel is a framed tale told through Georgia Durst, a professor at Rutgers University
in present-day New Jersey, as she reflects on her childhood in St. Louis. In the year of 1982,
Georgia was a high school student in Webster Groves, Missouri when her mother Harper began
an affair with a house painter who introduced her to a growing Evangelical “cult.” Through this
project | sought to explore the cultural and religious history of St. Louis and America’s changing
attitudes toward religion in the latter half of the 20th century. | also ventured deeply into themes
of loneliness, doubt, distrust of political and religious instituions, and the secrets that separate us
from the people we love.

| am continually drawn t@these subjects in my creative work for both personal and
academic reasons: the history offbt. Louis, the city I call home, is one of deep-seated and
ever-evolving warfares of race, glass and religion. St. Louis is the birthplace of America’s
infamous “Delmar Divide,” whiih separates the north and south regions of the city and forms a
stark socioeconomic and racial grrier between the two. The divide influences the culture of the
city in every aspect, including jts religious and political leanings, two themes that are crucial
to the plot of my novel as it unjillds to reveal the characters’ loss of faith in local and national
government dugng the Reagarg@@ministration and the Cold War. Walter Johnson’s brilliant book
examines St. Louis as an isolated portrait of American history.
t. Louis is a microcosm of a fraught national identity that, as each
much a fixture of our present as of our collective past.
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something. It is this longing that threatens to destroy what’s left of love for both of them. The
novel is dedicated to my mother, Ruth Marie Griffith, and to her mother, Ruth Nannelle Griffith.



