
collections: first, “Gods of Want” by K-Ming Chang, exploring themes of

Chinese identity, gender, sexuality, and climate. Then I read “Enormous Changes at the Last Minute,” a
collection by Grace PaA�
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Jamie Quatro, focusing heavily on female sexuality. I also read various other short stories by authors
including Phillip Roth, Joyce Carol Oates, Bernard Malamud, Raymond Carver and John Updike.

With each collection I read, I wrote a report describing what I liked, didn’t like, and learned from reading
these authors. This practice allowed me to better understand what I responded to as a writer, how to
construct a story, and how to implement what I learned in my writing㐆院ew livein in my time growing up here, while also writing of the closeness and human connection that draws

people to cities. In a world where New York has flooded, a woman in Sunset Park tries to reach her
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