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On February 13th, 1960, French President Charles de Gaulle declared, “Hurrah for France! Since 
this morning she is stronger and prouder”; France had just successfully detonated its first atomic bomb at 
a testing site near Reggane, Algeria (“La première bombe A”). This bomb was the first of seventeen 
detonations in the Algerian Sahara from 1960 to 1966, leaving profound marks on the physical and 
cultural landscape. Despite this, French nuclear presence in Algeria has consistently been silenced and 
erased: French nuclear testing is 


