
The Contemporary American West: A Creative Writing Collection 

Tess Davis Class of 2024 

This summer, I began my creative writing honor’s project. I am writing a series of short stories and poems about 

American Western culture under the direction of Professor Walton. The American West has a rich literary tradition 

founded on stories of independence, grit, isolation, masculinity, and “the American Dream.” I am examining how 

historical forces, events, and themes, such as expansion, Manifest Destiny, Native American relations, the Gold Rush, land 

ownership, conservation, and federal reliance, interact with contemporary issues such as gender, sexuality, global 

warming, and migration. This summer, I focused on building my skills as a writing, which involved reading instructional 

creative writing books and canonical Western works. I read $%&�RI�5HDGLQJ�by Ezra Pound��:ULWLQJ�LQ�*HQHUDO�DQG�WKH� 

6KRUW�6WRU\�LQ�3DUWLFXODU�by Rust Hills, “Guests of the Nation” by Frank O’Connor, 5HDGLQJ�/LNH�D�:ULWHU�by Francine 

Prose, +RXVHNHHSLQJ�by Marilynne Robinson, $ERYH�WKH�5LYHU�by James Wright, 0RQWDQD������by Larry Watson, 1HZ� 

6HOHFWHG�3RHPV�by Philip Levine, 5RFN�6SULQJV�by Richard Ford, .LQGHVW�5HJDUGV�by Ted Kooser, &ROOHFWHG�3RHPV�by  

Robert Hayden, 6HOHFWHG�3RHPV�by Edwin Arlington Robinson, 7KH�$SSOH�7UHH�DW�2OHPD�by Robert Hass, +DOI�LQ�/RYH�by 

Maile Meloy, $�3RHWU\�+DQGERRN�and 5XOHV�RI�WKH�'DQFH�by Mary Oliver, 7KH�/RVW�3LORW�by James Tate, and 6R�/RQJ��6HH�

<RX�7RPRUURZ�by William Maxwell. I learned innumerable 


