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) display an interesting conflict in that they

simultaneously push back against Westernization in their community while also celebrating colonial
Italian culture. On the other hand, mainland Italian Jews romanticized Tripoline Zionists as the ideal,
unassimilated Jew, welcoming them as Italians while continuing to emphasize their difference. I plan to
study how these two perceptions interact with and against each other, and how that works to form
Tripolitan Jewish
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this project, and it would not
have been possible a case study; Zionism and the development of a Jewish

nation emerged on a similar timeframe to the Italian unification of the late 18th century, thus the Jews of
Italy had a rather unusual experience of undergoing the manufacturing of two nations at once. I examined
a selection of individuals and events related to late nineteenth century and early twentieth century Italian
Jewish culture, in an effort to make a broader point about the development of political and religious
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to the unification of Italy, and the vexed
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s eansnraaearcaccaoercrccreanescrcehssrnsacerenaacc嘀cs identity. I look forward to further pursuing

this work and amplifying stories of Italian and Libyan Jewry, both in my honors thesis and beyond. I am
incredibly grateful to the Bowdoin Office of Student Fellowships and Research and the Surdna
Foundation. Without their support, I would not have been able to pursue this project full-time for the
entire summer, and would not be nearly as well-prepared to pursue my honors project.
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