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Assessing the impact of the Brunswick Dam using ecological and interdisciplinary context for future recertification
Zellie Lipman, Class of 2026

My project this summer involved the creation of a database about the Brunswick Dam and the Androscoggin River, and
field data collection to establish a baseline of how many Alosa sapidissima (American shad) attempt to cross the fishway
at the Brunswick Hydroelectric Project. The dam license was issued in 1979 and is coming up for its first recertification in
2029. Both aspects of my research contributed toward my goal of providing stakeholders with centrally located and
accessible information to facilitate informed, productive decisions in the dam recertification process.

With my research for the database, | created a website where experts in their fields contribute information they have about
topics including the history of the Androscoggin River, case studies of dam removals, river ecology, local perspectives, a
glossary of technical terms, the design of the fishway, and news. An important finding in this research is that the river
guality has greatly improved over the last few decades, and now is a healthy habitat for fish, if only the fish could access
it.

Table 1.

2016 6 *1096 114874
2017 O 1 49923
2018 1 32 179040
2019 1 63 81025
2020 5 23 67
2021 5 *550 54906
2022 17 *228 139326
2023 8 14 67927
2024 91

The ore

A. sapidissima to have safe passage through the fishway. Still,
those years the greater amount of A. sapidissima



