
Synthesis of Cobalt Complexes through Photochemistry 
 

Katie Rea, Class of 2025 
 

The production of linear a-olefins (LAOs) has grown into a multi-billion-dollar industry as they 
have become an integral organic compound (carbon-containing molecule) for a variety of industries. 
These compounds are used to manufacture high-demand products like detergents, lubricants, plasticizers, 
and soaps. The structure appears very simple; however, the production is complicated. 

 The current commercial production of LAOs is inefficient as it environmentally harmful and 
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