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Over June and July, 1 conducted ethnographic fieldwork on two different smallholder
farms in rural Minnesota. The first farm was located in Aitkin and the second farm was located
outside of Duluth along the North Shore. | arranged to stay on both farms through the World
Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWQOOF), an educational network that connects
smallholder farms with volunteers who learn and work on the farm in exchange for board and
lodging. As such, | was expected to work on the farm for twenty to thirty hours per week doing
mRgRgHe planting, weeding, harvesting, and attending markets. Working on the farm allowed
me to engage in participant observation, taking fieldnotes and talking to the farm ownerrn farm

life. It was also a way to reciprocate the help dfitinesd whe particularly interested in the

connectigns between people necessary in all stages of farm work, from farming the land to
' markets. Smallholder farms can only exist because of these social networks between

"Wembiors, Weiyi@or€ kin, owner and employee, host andié/lived@zed katimg together.




