


A Quick Summary of Peace by Aristophanes
by Todd Brian Backus

Much like Cows of War, Aristophanes’ 421 BCE comedy begins with two people 
shaping mounds of dung. These two servants, enslaved by Trygaeus, a middle-
aged Athenian, are working to make enough fuel to feed Trygaeus’ gigantic 
dung beetle that he will use to ÿy to Mount Olympus and ask for an audience 
with the gods. When he arrives he þnds the gods themselves have all left and only 
Hermes remains, making some last-minute adjustments for the new tenant, War, 
who has taken up residence in Olympus. War complains that he no longer has 
a pestle to grind the Greeks with, having lost his two best ones (the at the time 
recently deceased pro-war leaders from Athens and Sparta). Trygaeus, realizing 
he only has a little time, entreats Greeks from all over to help him remove Peace 
from the cave she’s been trapped in. Having freed Peace, Trygaeus returns to 
Athens to marry her companion, Harvest, and as the wedding approaches he 
meets with various farmers and merchants. Some are pleased that they will003gn
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An Interview with Playwright: 
Callie Kimball

Our dramaturg, Todd Brian Backus, sat 
down with playwright Callie Kimball (over 
Zoom) to discuss her career as a playwright 
and the life and iterations of Cows of War.

Todd Brian Backus (TBB): Now, while I 
know you very well, I was wondering if you 
could discuss your career as a playwright to 
the audience?

Callie Kimball (CK): I started writing 
when I was seven. I focused on poetry and did 
my undergraduate studies in Poetry. After 
college I was an actor in Washington DC, and 
that led to me dipping a toe in playwriting. 
In 2005 I had my þrst play produced in the 
back of a bar in DC, and that went well 
and was the door that kept on opening, so 
I leaned in and decided, since I didn’t think 
I’d be able to go to graduate school I sort of 
created my own graduate school and wrote 
three plays a year. I self-produced quite a 
bit, or would þnd small theatres that would 
produce my work. I learned a ton that way, 

and then after I moved to New York, I was 
working full time for NBC, and that’s when 
Tina Howe started the MFA program at 
Hunter College and I applied and got in. 
And so I was able to go to graduate school. 
From 2005 to now I have these two thrusts 
of themes in my plays. One is the historical 
drama or adaptation of classical work, 
and the other is these hyper-modern dark 
comedies. Very different sort of channels that 
I switch between.

TBB: I actually wanted to ask you, because 
historical things come up so much in your 
work. What leads you down that path, 
whether it’s period pieces like Perseverance 
or Sofonisba or, in this case, an adaptation of 
a classical text [Peace by Aristophanes]?

CK: I have done a couple of adaptations 
now, this one, Cows of War, based off of 
Aristophanes’ play Peace; and I have written 
a play called Lucrece and the Two Janes, 
which is an adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
narrative poem The Rape of Lucrece; and 
then I have three historical plays: Sofonisba, 
Rush, and Perseverance. So, yes! These are 
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TBB: I know you originally wrote Cows of 
War in 2008, and I know you changed it a 
bit for this production in 2021. Can you talk 
about what inspired you to write the play in 
2008 and also what inspired the changes for 
this abridged version in 2021?

CK: Sure! I also updated it in 2016 for a 
production at Hunter College. So it seems 
that every four to eight years, alongside 
the presidential election there’s a whole 
new conversation going on that the play 
responds to or tries to engage with. In 2008, 
Christopher Henley, the AD of what was at 
the time called Washington Shakespeare 
Company, had always wanted to do 
an adaptation of Peace and tie it to a 
presidential election. Going back to 2008, 
that was when in the Primaries Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton duked it out 
and of course Barack Obama won the 
nomination and went on to win the election.

In the full-length version the actor playing 
Peace also plays Eirene (which is the word 
for peace in Greek), and she was played 
by a black woman. So she had this double 
role, she was the goddess Peace and also a 
militant vegan veterinarian student who was 
protesting Bovine Growth Hormone in the 
cows on the dairy farm where she worked. 
Darby, one of the farmhands, was having a 
dalliance with her; and Gralea, the farmer’s 
wife, was leaning on [Eirene] inappropriately 
for support, service, and asked her to teach 
voodoo so [Gralea] could raise the dead. 
I wanted to put onstage the experience 
of microaggressions. With the Bowdoin 
production I had to cut the play by half, and 
some subplots had to go and I had to cut 
Eirene as a result.

So in 2008, racism and sexism were very 
important for me. Big questions I was putting 
onstage. And in the moment in Act 2 that 
the chorus is trying to convince Peace to 
return to Earth and hits her with all of these 
pop culture updates. The only thing in all 
three versions that makes her turn her head 
is a reference to violence against black 
people. In 2008 that was James Byrd, in 
2016 that moment became a list of names 
because we had started to understand 
through Black Lives Matter and Say Her 
Name the importance of remembering and 
understanding who these people were that 
were victims of police violence, speciþcally. 
It became a larger moment and was 
what brought Peace back to Earth. In this 
production we had a list of names, but during 
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A Brief Timeline of Peace, or, more accurately, a Lengthy Timeline of War
by Todd Brian Backus

Since World War II, America has very rarely 
been at peace. The following is a brief 
overview of the known military conÿicts The 
United States of America has been involved 
in since the end of World War II. 
In the past 75 years the United States has 
been actively at war or involved in ongoing 
conÿicts for two out of every three years.

-1950-1953: The Korean War
US Troops þght North Korean and then Chinese 
troops until an armistice is signed in ‘53.

-1955: Defense of Chinese Nationalists
The U.S. 7th Fleet helps Nationalist Chinese evacuate 
25,000 troops and 17,000 civilians from China to 
Taiwan.

-1955-1973: Vietnam War
In 1955, US advisors were sent to Vietnam; in 1964 
Congress authorized President Lyndon B. Johnson 
to “repel any armed attack” in the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution. A cease-þre was declared in 1973.

-1961: Bay of Pigs Invasion
A CIA-backed invasion of Cuba fails.

-1962: Anti-Communist Intervention 
President John F. Kennedy ordered 5,000 troops 
to Thailand to support the right-wing Laotian 
government.

-1965: Dominican Crisis
Marines invade the Dominican Republic at the start 
of a civil war; troops withdraw in 1966.

-1975: Mayaguez Incident 
A US merchant ship is rescued from Cambodians by 

US Navy and Marines off the coast of Cambodia.

- 1980: Operation Eagle Claw
A military mission to free American hostages in Iran 
fails.

- 1983: Operation Urgent Fury
US Marines and Rangers remove US medical students 
from Grenada.

-1986: Operation El Dorado Canyon
US war6 15ShLant3;5vernment.









Pg 36 - Hadron Collider: The Large Hadron 
Collider operated by CERN (The European 
Organization for Nuclear Research) is a particle 
accelerator that speeds particles up to lightspeed 





Pg 38 - Overpopulation: Theorists believe that 
the world is heading toward (or has already arrived 
at) a population level that is unsustainable with the 
resources available on the planet. Theorists have 
announced the world was overpopulated again 
and again from the early 20th century until today, 
but no such population apocalypse has happened. 
In fact many theorists now believe that the global 
population will begin to decline naturally in the next 
hundred years.

Pg 38 - A deadly pandemic: Clearly a reference 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. To date (2/28/21) there 
have been 2.52 Million deaths worldwide including 
500,000 deaths in America.

Pg 38 - Kids in cages: The United States 
government has been detaining unaccompanied 
minors (or minors it decided were not with their 



Pg 45 - The Second Sex: Simone de Beauvoir’s 
essential masterwork is a powerful analysis of the 
Western notion of “woman,” and a revolutionary 
exploration of inequality and otherness.

Pg 50 - Universal Life Church/Online Ministry: 
The Universal Life Church is just super chill about 
ordaining people online, it’s really just an online form 
and a small fee and then you can perform most legal 
religious rites like marriage. 

Pg 56 - Syllogism: a deductive scheme of a formal 
>>BMment consisting of a major and a minor premise 
(some of which may be ÿawed) and a conclusion. 
For example: every virtue is laudable; kindness is a 
virtue; therefore kindness is laudable. Or: all dogs are 
animals; all animals have four legs; therefore all dogs 
have four legs.
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